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Promotion

A film in three language versions, Arabic, French and English, has just been produced as part of the promotional activity of Tunis 2005. A series of posters have been prepared, in addition to leaflets, brochures, the bulletin which is now at its third issue and, of course, the regularly updated web site www. smsitunis2005.org .

Coordination and complementarity

Coordination among WSIS Executive Secretariat, ITU and the Summit Bureau on the one hand, and the Tunisian side, on the other, has reached an advanced stage. A number of exchanges of visits enabled the two Parties to identify the range of activities that require a coordinated intervention and to bring into prominence the necessary complementarity between them. 

The discussions bore upon the issues linked to the preparatory process of the Summit as well as on the official aspect of the Summit and its sideline events. Making the most out of the possibilities offered by Information and Communication Technologies, working sessions could be held through the use of the videoconference system.

UNO satisfied with Tunisia’s efforts to ensure Summit success

On 29 November, 2004, Mr. Nitin Desai, Sepcial Advisor to the Secretary General of the United Nations for the WSIS, undertook a working visit to Tunisia, during which he held talks with Messrs Montassar Ouaili, Minister of Communications Technologies and Hatem Ben Salem, Secretary of State to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, in charge of European Affairs, and Habib Ammar, President of the WSIS Standing Organizing Committee (COSMSI).

The Tunisian officials reaffirmed on this occasion Tunisia’s commitment to ensuring the successful outcome of this Summit, with a view to contributing to the establishment of a balanced information and communications society accessible to all, and to consecrating information and communications technologies as a tool for development. 

The UN Secretary General’s envoy took note of the progress achieved in the preparatory work of the second phase of the World Summit on the Information Society due to be held in Tunis on 16–18 November, 2005. His activities in Tunisia included a visit to the Kram Exhibition Hall which will host the proceedings of the Summit. At the close of his visit, Mr. Desai said he was satisfied about the progress made in the preparatory work and congratulated Tunisia on efforts made to ensure the successful outcome of this historical event, underlying the importance of an active participation by all parties, thus promoting a dynamic of partnership in the field of information and communications technologies.     

The “Tunis 2005” format

Mr. Walter Fust, Director General of International Cooperation at the Swiss Foreign Affairs Department and Officer in charge of the GKP Programme (Global Knowledge Partnership), also developer of the ICT4D platform of the first phase of the Summit, undertook a working visit to Tunisia during which he held talks with senior officials concerning the “Tunis 2005” format. 

PrepCom President visits Tunis

Mr. Janis Karklins,  PrepCom President for the 2nd phase of the WSIS Tunis 2005 carried out on 5 November, 2004, a working visit to Tunisia in order to engage discussions on the preparatory work. Mr. Janis Karklins was received by the President of the Organizing Committee (COSMSI), in the presence of the presidents of the “information technology”, “infrastructure” and “communications” commissions, respectively. 

The PrepCom president was informed on the state of progress achieved on the levels of infrastructure, logistics and the preparation of the exhibition facility. He expressed his satisfaction about the great care that characterized COSMSI’s approach and which was reflected by the video presentation made in his presence. 

________________________________________________________

Media

As a host country, Tunisia is endeavouring to ensure that the media representatives are provided with all the required facilities in relation to the Summit.

A press centre which can accommodate over one thousand journalists will be fitted out at Le Kram Exhibition Hall which is the venue of the proceedings of the Summit. Apart from the working areas for the press and audiovisual media, the centre shall include other areas for encounters, recreation and food catering. 
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